National Health Information Clearinghouse (NHIC) and
National Information Center for Orphan Drugs and Rare

Diseases (NICODARD)
P.O. Box 1133

Washington, DC  20013-1133
703) 522-2590 (Virginia)
(800) 336-4797 (Aimthers)

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.
Users Served:   Disabled persons, parents.

The Organization: The National Health Information Clearinghouse (NHIC) and the National
Information Center for Orphan Drugs and Rare Diseases (NICODARD) are projects of the
Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP) of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. In addition to its clearinghouse function* NHIC has initiated
liaison activities in order to encourage the exchange of ideas on common concerns and goals
among health information providers,

Information Services: NHIC and NICODARD operate an information and referral center.
Its data base of resource organizations helps consumers find the health information they
need by locating the appropriate sources of the information. Resource organizations include
disease prevention and health promotion programs, clearinghouses, professional associations,
voluntary organizations and government agencies at the national and international levels.
Organizations which provide information on the following topics are included: nutrition,
cancer, immunization, accident control, infectious diseases, acupuncture, fluoridation,
teenage pregnancy, hypertension, smoking, biofeedback, self-care, risk assessment, physical
fitness, genetic diseases, and many others. The NHIC data base of referral organizations is
accessible to the public through the National Library of Medicine data base DIRLINE.

NHIC publishes a series of directories and bibliographies on health topics of current
interest. NICODARD produces fact sheets on rare diseases, a listing of drugs approved for
orphan drug status by the Food and Drug Administration, and a directory of educational
materials on rare diseases. NHIC and NICODARD information and referral services are
available free of charge to lay persons and professionals.

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)

National Institutes of Health

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Building 31

Room 4A21

Bethesda, MD   20892

(301) 496^4236

Handicapping Conditions Served: Cardiovascular disorders, respiratory conditions, stroke,
and blood disorders (including hemophilia, Cooley's anemia, and sickle cell disease).

Users Served:   Disabled persons, physicians.

The Organization: NHLBI funds a multimillion dollar research program at its own
headquarters and around the country at universities and medical schools. Research and
professional training are done on diseases of the heart, blood vessels, blood and lung, and in
the use of blood and the management of blood resources.
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